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FINNISH RESEARCH VESSEL REPORTS PROGRESS ON BALTIC POLLUTION 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 5 Sep 81 p 11 


[Text] "The condition of the Baltic is slowly improving and the pollution situation 
is no longer a reason of great concern", says Dr. Folke Koroleff. The sea research 
vessel Aranda and its research workers returned on Thursday afternoon from its 

annual research trip on the Baltic. Under the direction of Koroleff sample: taken 

at 20 measurement locations were analyzed on the Aranda during the trip to Copenhagen. 


The water was tested for, among others, salt content, oxygen level, hydrogen sul- 
phide, nutrients as well as PCB and the concentrations of certain heavy metals. 
According to Dr. Koroleff it is possible to conclude from the samples that the Baitic 
is getting cleaner, although very slowly. 


The slowly disintegrating PCB continues to be the biggest problem. It is brought 
into the sea with rain water. It is also leaking into the Baltic with the waste 
waters of the rivers and industries. It is estimated that the amount of PCB of 
the Baltic is about 60 tons. 


Koroleff is pleased to report that the concentrations of mercury and DDT are signi- 
ficantly reduced. The water contains less than 9.1 micrograms mercury per liter. 
Less oil has also been observed than before. 


The samples of the research group also clearly show that the salt concentration of 
the Baltic is growing. Since the beginning of the century the salt concentration 
has already grown by one promille. Sea water of a higher salt concentration enters 
the Baltic from the Atlantic through the Danish channels. The salt concentration 
of the water is, on the other hand, regulated by how much fresh lake water runs 
into the Baltic. 


Since the salty water of the oceans is heavier than the water of the Baltic it moves 
to the bottom and reduces the oxygen concentration, causing excessive growth of 
organisms. 


This year Dr. Koroleff, who was inspired by the example set by Japan, tested the 

water also for uranium concentrations. The results are not yet available, but if 

the Baltic contains uranium at a level of one microgram per liter like in the oceans 
there would thus be about 60,000 tons of uranium in the Baltic, according to Koroleff's 
estimate. A new factor of this research journey was that the autoanalysis equipment 
has undergone adjustment for a few years because of the varying salt concentrations 

of the Baltic. Folke Koroleff was pleased with the equipment, because the samples 

can now be analyzed ever in a severe storn. 
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WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


FINLAND, GDR SIGN PACT ON ENVIRONMENT COOPERATION 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 11 Sep 81 p 13 


[Text] The degree of waste recycling in the German Democratic Republic is high 
enough to serve as an example. The fibex material needed by the paper industry is 
largely provided by waste paper. According to the Minister for the Environment of 
the GDR, Hans Reichelt, scrap iron forms 70 percent of the raw material of the steel 
mills. 


Minister Reichelt is visiting Finland invited by minister Johannes Koikkalainen. 
The economic, industrial and technological collaboration between Finland and the 
German Democratic Republic was extended in May to include also environmental pro- 
tection. .2 extensive discussion of environmental problems is included in the plan 
for the next 2 years. 


Waste recycling like the GDR system would, according to minister Koikkalainen, be 
suitable for a model also for Finland. Minister Reichelt, on the other hand, ex- 
pects his country to benefit from the knowledge regarding the handling of waste water 
of the densely populated areas of Finland, especially the biochemical purification 
methods. 


The preservation of the water systems has actually been a central task of the GDR 
Ministry for Environmental protection and Water Supply founded in 1972, according 

to Reichelt. He says that he is somewhat envious of the abundance of water in Fin- 
land: during the dry years the entire amount of water available for use in the GDR 
would fit into the lake of Inari. The degree of annual water use in the GDR is up 
to 90 percent while in Finland industry and the population use only about 3 percent 
per year of the fresh lake water or ground water. Water in the GDR is a raw material 
that is getting more expensive, according to Reichelt. Most of the service water 
coves from Elbe, xvhich provides the GDR, Czechoslovakia and Western Germany with 
water. One liter of water is used up to seven times. 


According to Reichelt most of the technology for the purification of waste water 
used in the GDR is manufactured in the GDR. Some equipment adapted to cellulose 
mills are bought from the Nordic countries. 


The Finnish hosts during Reichelt's visit admitted that they hoped that a result of 
the environmental collaboration would in the future be trade agreements involving 
the technology of the area. At this point there was only an exchange of experiences. 














Minister Hans Reichelt admits that when production costs go up the GDR enterprises 
also tend to turn the environmental regulations around. The GDR law, however, fines 
enterprises that have committed environmental crimes as much as one million marks. 
The state promotes the businesses’ environmental protection projects by means of 
investment support, according to Reichelt. 


The sulphur clouds that are a nuisance in the Nordic countries and are brought with 
the winds from Central Europe originate partly from the GDR. The country's most 
important energy source will for a long time continue to be brown coal that turns 
the scil and the lakes sour. Water power contributes only a small percentage of the 
energy production. The two nuclear plants that are in operation have a combined 
effect of 1.870 megawatts. The plans are, however, that the bulk of the growth 

of the energy production should be covered by nuclear power. 


Minister Reichelt does not hide the environmental problems in his country. The 

GDR is a small country, its area is one third of Finland's area, and an average of 
nearly 160 people live on each square kilometer, but mostly even more densely forced 
into the cities. Industry, aiming at continuous growth, is a burden for both air 
and water. But according to Reichelt there are solutions: One should encourage 
the industries to shift to productions that do not use much raw material and water, 
as well as to give up growth and pollution. 


The Finns certainly also would like to learn how to do that. 
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BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


FORESTLAND ENDANGERED--Patiya, Sept 10--Twenty-one thousand acres of Chakaria- 
Sundarban forest range is facing extinction due to indiscriminate cutting of 
valuable trees by a section of unscrupulous people of the area. Lack of vigilance 
on the part of the concerned agencies led to such large-scale destruction of the 
valuable wood land. The matter, it is learnt, has only been easy for these peo- 
ple by the queer coincidence of lack of coordination between the civil administra- 
tion and the forest Department here. Im the process, valuable trees including 
Sundari, geua, bain, keeda, kheslenger worth lakhs of taka have been destroyed 
over the past few years. It may be mentioned here that the Chakaria-Sundarban 
forest range situated at the Delta of Matamuhuri river, is one of the oldest 
mangrove forests in the Sub-continent. Its importance both in terms of economic 
resources and ecological support is limitless. An ecological survey was recently 
conducted by a researcher of the Department of Botany, Chittagong University. It 
aimed at finding out the ecological relationship of physical and chemical proper- 
ties of soil with vegetational dynamics. [Excerpt] [Bangladesh THE BANGLADESH 
TIMES in English 11 Sep 81 p 2] 


BRAHMAPUTRA EROSION PROBLEMS-—-Bogra, Sept 13--Minister of State for Flood Control, 
Mr L. K. Siddiqui has said that due to insufficiency of funds of Taka 3,500 crore, 
it was not possible to teke permanent measures to control erosion on the 135-mile 
long Brahmaputra flood control embankment. Therefore, the Government was constuct- 
ing retard embankment at Hatsherpur the mostly eroded area, he added. Addressing 
a public meeting on Friday at Hatsherpur under Sariakandi P.S. the Minister said 
that to check erosion a survey of every mile of the river was going on to measure 
the depth of the river which is expected to be completed in October next. The 
work to stop erosion would be started next year, according to the suggestion of 

a high levei committee headed by Dr Yousuf Zia which was going to be formed after 
completion of the survey, he added. The meeting was presided over by Mr Tofazzal 
Hossain and addressed, among others, by Mr Azizul Haq, DDC, Bogra and Mr Wazed 
Hossain. The people urged for permanent measures as they were willing to share 
financing them with the Government. [Text] [Dacca BANGLADESH TIMES in English 
14 Sep 81 p 2] 
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INDIA 


‘DISMAL' EFFECTS OF MINING IN GOA NOTED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 21 Sep 81 p 9 


[Text] 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT-—-New Delhi--Preliminary work relating to the national 
perspective for water resources development has been taken up by the Union Minis- 
try of Irrigation. The perspective has been formulated in consultation with the 
Central Water Commission. It envisages the creation of optimum storages on 
various rivers, wherever feasible, and the transfer cf surplus flows to deficit 
regions by building inter-connecting link channels. The schme comprises two 
main components, namely the development of the Himalayan rivers and the Peninsu- 
lar rivers. The perspective envisages an outlay of Rs 50,000 crores to bring 
perennial irrigation to 75 million hectezres from surface water and to ten million 
hectares by the increased use of ground water. The scheme will result in the 
generation of 40 million kw of power. A national water development agency is 
being registered as a society under the Societies Registration Act to undertake 
detailed surveys and investigations of possible storage reservoir sites as well 
as inter-connecting links. The scheme of sur’ cys and investigations is likely 
to involve an expenditure of Rs 107 crores and is expected to be completed in 
seven to ten years. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 13 Sep 81 p 3} 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


COAL DUST REDUCTION PROCEDURE DESCRIBED 
Beijing BEIJING RIBAO in Chinse 14 Aug 81 p 2 
[Article: "Mechanical Spray Method for Dust Reduction Produces Good Results”) 


[Text{ The gunicipal coal corporation's Ro i plant has proceeded energetically with 
installation of spray-type dust protection equipment to deal with coal dust poliuticn. 
Since the second half of last year, the pleut hes basically prevented the production 
of black dust clouds by the loading 2:d unloading of railcars and by wind. in the 
last half of last year it decreased coal lceses to 6,000 tons below the figure cailed 
for in the standards, saving the state more than 200,000 yuan in funds. 


This coal plant is responsible for supplying production-use coal to more than 400 
factory enterprises and domestic-use coal to more than 3,000 organizations and 
collectives, as vell as producing the raw materials for coal briquets and horey 

comb briquets to be used by the inhabitants of Dongcheng and Chaoyang wards and part 
of Xicheng and Haiding wards. Because its coal supply assignment is a large one, 

its coal storage area is more than 120,000 seuare meters, and the enterprise has 
three dedicated rail lines on its premises. On the average, it receives more than 

60 trainloads of coal a day. Accordingly, the part of the enterprise with which 
raises the largest quantities of dust is the unloading track; during unloading of 
cars, the coal falls to the ground from a height of more than 10 meters. Wher there 
is no wind a large dust cloud is produced, and when the wind is blowing, there is 

a trail of black dust. When loaded cars go from the depot to the processing area 

om windy days, not only is the loss of coal large, but serious environmental pollution 
is produced. Residents in the area and members of nearby production teams have 
complained vigorously. The year before last, contamination of a nearby production 
brigade's cabbage crop by coal dust had to be compensated by the sum of more than 
2,000 yuan. In order to protect the environment and decrease coal losses, the plant's 
leadership conscientiously studied the Central Committee Secretariat's four directives 
on construction policy for the capital and improved their understanding of the impor- 
tance of dealing with coal dust pollution. With the support of higher-level leadership, 
they organized relevant personnel to visit other provinces and cities to observe and 
learn from coal dust treatment experience; in addition, they took the initiative in 
designing, building and installing mechanical spray equipment tc control coal dust 
pollution, with the result that conspicuous dust control and environmental protection 
results were achieved in the storage area and the loading and unloading section. 

In the past, this plant lost more than 1,000 tons of coal a year as a result of wind 
and other factors, but once the spray method was instituted, virtually no dust was 
raised during unloading of cars, and no dust at all was produced during loading or 











on windy days, which made a contribution to protecting the capital's environment; in 
addition, last the plant they brought coal losses within the range required by state 
standards and avoided having to pay compensation to agriculture. Last year the 
plant was evaluated as one of the advanced units in the city in terms of hea!th. 
This year, following consolidation of existing achievements, they are striving to 
control dust in the shops. 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


BRIEFS 


ELECTROPLATING POLLUTION—-The Beijing Broadcasting Equipment plant, the Beijing 
Municipal Environmental Protection Office, and Design Research Institute No 10 of 

the Fourth Ministry of Machine Building have cooperated in developing the first 
domestic reverse-osmosis equipment for treating nickel-plating wastewater, so that 
this wastewater is now recycled in a closed system rather than discharged. 

Recently, these organizations successfully trail-produced reverse-osmosis equip- 

ment for treating chromium-plating wastewater so that it too need not be discharged, 
thus making a contribution to environmental protection. The chromium-plating reverse- 
osmosis equipment underwent an evaluation organized by the Beijing Municipal Environ- 
mental Protection Office, the State General Office of the Radio and Television 
Industry, and the Environmental Protection Office of the Fourth Ministry of Machine 
Building, in which all participants concluded that the key component of this equipment 
the reverse-osmosis membrane, i.e., a polysulfonamide membrane, had excellent selec- 
tive permeability, heat stability and mechanical strength and particularly noteworthy 
acid, base and oxygen resistance, and was at an advanced domestic level. While this 
plant was controlling electroplating wastewater, it also controlled waste gases from 
electroplating production by building its own neutralization tower, and purifying the 
"yellow smoke" from acid washing, achieving rather good results. [Text] [Beijing 
BEIJING RIBAO in Chinese 14 Aug 81 p 2] 8480 


STEELMAKING WASTEWATER TREATMENT--According to an evaluation by the relevant departments, 
the sulfuric acid-containing wastewater which the Beijing Steel Plant had been dis- 
charging for 20 years recently met state wastewater decontamination and discharge 
standards as a result of comprehensive control measures. The Beijing Steel Plant 

is located in the southwestern suburbs of the city on the banks of the Lianhua River. 
In the 20 years since its construction it has discharged an average of over 1,000 

tons per month of wastewater containing large quantities of sulfuric acid into the 
river, causing serious pollution of subsurface water and of agricultural fields 
downstream. Since the Central Committee Secretariat's four directives regarding 
construction policy for the capital were put into effect, this plant has energetically 
pursued water pollution control measures, has installed a set of water treatment 
equipment, has instituted recycling of acid-containing Wastewater and has decreased 
wastewater discharges. It now discharges an average of only 60 tons of acid-contain- 
ing wastewater a month, and the acid concentration has been decreased from 20 percent 
to less than 0.5 perc.at, which i* in agreement with state discharge standards. 

[Text] [Beijing BEIJING RIBAO in Chinese 7 Aug 81 p 2] 8480 














FOUNDRY SMOKE CONTROL--The Beijing Second Machine Tool Castings Plant has actively 
pursued smoke and dust control with noteworthy results. In the production process, 
the sand mold drying kiln and four dust-producing locations used to produce smoke 
and dust continuously, covering the area around the plant with a heavy smoke and 
dust cloud, which was the subject of complaints by the plant's employees and by 

the masses in the area. Last year, in the process of implementing the Central 
Committee Secretariat's four directives, the plant employee's council made suggestions 
for solving the smoke and dust problem. Next, an assistant plant manager organized 
this work. The plant began with smoke control, converting the drying kiln from coal 
to coal gas, which not only resulted in greater cleanliness but also improved working 
conditions. In a mere 3 months, they also installed two bag-type dust filter units 
in the four dust-producing locations, obtaining excellent results in trials. Now 
the air in the vicinity of the plant is clear and the ground suface is clean, and 
the dry powdered earth which is recovered from the dust-catching equipment can be 
reused. [Text] [Beijing BEIJING RIBAO in Chinese 7 Aug 81 p 2] 8480 


CYANIDE-CHROMIUM WASTEWATER--The electroplating Department of the Beijing No 1 Water 
Heating Plant has taken vigorous steps to control wastewater containing cyanide and 
chromium. They cyanide compounds produced in electroplating are violently poisonous; 
a tenth of a gram can produce death in humans and animals if ingested. While building 
its facilities, this plant also built a waste treatment station. This April it also 
began using an electrolytic method to decompose cyanide compounds in the wastewater 
into carbon dioxide and nitrogen before discharge, this meeting state emission stand- 
ards. This plant also uses a non-discharge recycling method to control chromiun- 
containing wastewater. In a test between last October and this the end of this May, 
it recovered more than 400 kg of chromic acid, worth more than 2,100 yuan, and more 
than 7,500 cubic meters of water, worth over 750 yuan. [Text] [Beijing BEIJING RIBAO 
in Chinese 7 Aug 81 p 2] 8480 


CONCRETE PLANT DUST--Recently the Beijing Municipal Aerated Concrete Plant built its 
own magnesia dust removal unit, effectively controlling dust pollution in the raw 
meterials shop and improving working conditions. Im the past, this plant's raw 
materials shop had a high dust concentration resulting from the batching process. 
The workers would be completely covered with the magnesia dust the course of a shift, 
in addition to which they would sometimes neglect their face masxs, which had a 
rather bad effect on health. In order to improve the surroundings where work with 
powdered materials was carried on, the plant's design office and the raw materials 
shop maintenance crew jointly designed and built a magnesia dust removal device 4.2 
meters tall and 1.6 meters wide. This dust removal device consists of a dust removal 
frame, an air duct, a canvas filter sheet and an outer collector box. Measurements 
indicate that dust removal effectiveness is excellent, and state dust emission 
standards have been met. [Text] [Beijing BEIJING RIBAO in Chinese 7 Aug 81 p 2] 
8480 
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NEW ZEALAND 


ENVIRONMENT COMMISSION BACKS DEVELOPMENT ACT AMENDMENT 


Authority Not Compromised 


Auckland NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 3 Sep 81 p 3 


[Text] | The Commission for the Environment does not believe its 


authority will be compromised by a proposed change to the 
National Development. Act. 
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The director of the 
Environmental Defence 
Society, Mr Gary Taylor, 
said the bill could ef- 
fectively prevent the 
society from taking part 
in the National Development 
Act because of the risk of 
substantial costs. 


The amendment bill would 
empower the Planning Tri- 
bunal to allocate costs as 
it saw fit and in those 
circumstances, Mr Taylor 
said, “no one in his 
right mind" would object 
to a development. 








Dr G. Bertram. of the Coa- reduce the of the tri- 
\tition for Open —— efficacy , oy sngnenene had 
said the we I aa The ——-y Ay Matiensl : never been . r ee 
man Development. Mr Birch, de-- y costs. Payment 
bere =o = — aties -_ ~~ = A been awarded where 
| “What needs i been i intended that a minister; the objections had been 
ant . 
=. whole thrust oe time before a tribunal. § frivolous 
hesaid SS s~*«~“<Cté‘sS:«C*«C Dil le : On the other hand, it 

The Social Credit > ee eee OS be oe was reasonable that pro- 
nA e. gl BLE, said Dem: «forced attend and ponents of a project should 
the amendment would ae ky — pay "reasonable" costs in- 
chamber where Nationg? the minister would still be curred by local authorities 
Party policy would be available to the tribunal and obliged to research aspects 
dated and rubber-stamped."- his representatives would of the development. 

Vir Hine was concerned (Still be available for cross- 
that a provision allowing the ‘*@minalin. 
ae ee eS ee 
evidence 25 ho con && Could ‘would be off by 

ithe fear of having costs 
‘awarded against them. 


Ecology Group's Concerns 


Auckland NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 4 Sep 81 p 3 


[Text ] 


Weifington Bureau 





The Native Forest Action 

_has expressed 
a oS 
changes to the fast track 
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Auckland ‘HERALD’ Comment 


Auckland NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 4 Sep 81 p 6 


(editorial: 


[Text] 


It could hardly be expected 
that the Minister of Energy's 
matter-of-fact explanation to Par- 
liament of proposed amendments 
to the National Development Act 
would allay Opposition and public 


"Close Scrutiny Vital”] 


suspicions about the effect of such’ 
changes. Mr Birch describes the 
amendments as removing anoma- 
lies and difficulties of interpreta- 
tion. A community that has 
become decidedly aware of the 








need to protect the environment 
may see the move as more than 
a tidying-up measure. 

Ir limiting the role of the 
Commission for the Environment, 
the bill could run- counter to 
National's 1978 election pledge to 
maintain the independence of the 
commission's procedures. Can the 
watchdog body be said to act 
“Independently when the commis- 
sioner can no longer judge the 
full environmental implications of 
a project? The amendment will 
limit him to auditing the adequacy 
of an enviromental report — pre- 
_sumably prepared by an interested 
party —only as it relates directly 
to the proposed work. ) 

The minister says the Plan- 

‘ning Tribunal had asked to be 
relieved of the responsibility of 
deciding whether a project should 
_proceed. Such a request is, per- 
-haps, not surprising as that duty 
could be seen by tribunal members 
as- requiring them to decide 
_whether Government policy was 
right or wrong. 

It is not too easy to see why 
the tribunal has apparently been 


relieved of the task of listening to: 
cross-examination of the Minister 
of Works and Dev nt during 
objection hearings. .—: 
that he should present only “such- 
evidence as he or his representa- 
tive considers would assist the 
tribunal” could tempt him to hold 
back cards which might weaken 
his hand. 

In making provision for the 
tribunal! to order people appearing 
before it to pay costs, the amend- 
ment admittedly brings the legis- 
lation into line with the Town and 
Country Planning Act. If the 
effect of such a provision were 
only to deter those bent on 
unnecessarily prolonging the plan- 
ning process, genuine environ- 
mentaiists could hardly complain. 
They would be happier, no doubt. 
if it were made clear that those 
with a legitimate interest in fast- 
track procedures reed not fear 
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punitive monetary “damages” if" 
their objections were dismissed. 











NEW ZEALAND 


Environmentalists’ Attack 


PARLIAMENTARY GROUP WEIGHS VIEWS ON MINING ACT CHANGES 


Auckland NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 4 Sep 81 p 
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Mining Companies Oppcsed 


Wellington EVENING POST in English 7 Sep 81 p 27 
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Ecology Group's Rebuttal 
Auckland NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 11 Sep 81 p 2 


[Text] The Environmental Defence Society says a mining evaluation licence sug- 
gested by the mining industry would just be a prospecting licence in disguise with 
the prospecting licence's most disagreeable aspects. 


The executive officer of the society, Mr Gary Taylor, said yesterday the evalua- 
tion licence was unnecessary and potentially unworkable. 


The New Zealand Exploration Association put the evaluation licence idea forward 
in submissions this week to the commerce and energy select committee examining 
the Mining Amendment Bill. 


Minimum Fuss 


The association-—-representing companies involved in more than 90 per cent of all 
exploration in New Zealand--said an evaluation licence would mean propsecting li- 
cences provided for in the bill could be issued with minimum delay and with no 
provision for public hearing or objection. 


The decision in principle on whether mining would be allowed would be made during 
the application hearing for an evaluation licence. 


But Mr Taylor said the industry was "dressing up" prospecting licences and advo- 
cating the adoption of the most obnoxious element of the present law--the auto- 
matic right of transferring such a licence for a mining one. 


Evaluation licences might be in the interests of mining companies but they would 
not be in the public interest, Mr Taylor said. 


Right of Objection 


What was needed was precisely what the bill provided--public right of objection 
when both the prospecting and mining licences were applied for. 


Mr Taylor said ke was concerned at the intensive lobbying by the industry. The 
industry had created the erroneous impression that it could not live with the pro- 
cedures in the amendment bill. 


CSO: 5000/9046 
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CABINET GIVES GO-AHEAD TO TARANAKI SYNTHETIC FUEL PLANT 


Wellington EVENING POST in English 15 Sep 81 p 26 
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NEW ZEALAND 


FOREST PROTECTION SCHEME TO CCXS2ZAT RANGE EROSION 


Auckland NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 10 Sep 81 p 2 
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OPPOSITION TO EXPANDING NATIONAL PARKS 


Christchurch PRESS in English 1 Sep 81 p 9 
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VIETNAM 


GROWING CONCERN ABOUT INDUSTRIAL DUST DISEASE REPORTED 
Hanoi SUC KHOE in Vietnamese 20 Aug 81 ppl, 2 


[Article by Nguyen Dinh Huong, MD, Tuberculosis Institute: "A Number of Problems 
on Pulmonary Diseases in Our Country"™] 


[Text] Owing to a socialist health policy, a big effort of the entire health 
sector and the people's enthusiastic support, the activity against tuberculosis 
in Vietnam has achieved positive results. Tvberculosis is clearly receding. 


Nevertheless, industrial development has given rise to a new category of diseases 
which have begun to spread, affecting lungs and bronchial tubes due to polluted 
air. 


Industrial dusts diseases warrant great concern, especially those arising from 
inhalation of silica dusts. 


Silicosis is fairly widespread in Vietnam. According to investigative data of 

the Tuberculosis Institute, the Epidemiological Hygiene Institute and other health 
organizations, the worker morbidity rate at some shops of a number of machine 
works or mines now reaches 3 to 4 percent, even 10 to 12 percent. Workers in 
foundries or refractory bricks production are most easily susceptible to silicosis. 
A number of enterprises which for many years have recorded to new cases of 
tuberculosis, now count 50 to 70 silicosis patients among workers. 


It can be said that pneumoconioses, including black lung disease, byssinosis, 
siderosis grinders’ lung disease, asbestosis, etc, have begun to appear more or 
less in our country. 


After entering the lung, inert dusts mostly congregate at a spot, do not spread 
and thus cause slight damage-—-for instance coal dust. Others such as asbestos 
dust, after invading lung tissue go through complex biochemical changes, causing 
dangerous injury including cancer. 


Cotton or moldy hay dust is pathogenic mainly because of accompanying parasites. 
Moldy hay dust causes a special ailment~-farmer's lung disease--one of the group 
of bronchitises provoked by foreign allergens, which European documents are 
discussing with increasing interest. 
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Bird growers’ lung disease, also related to immunoglobulines, is caused by organic 
antigens. In Vietnam, the disease of workers involved in feather processing 
belongs to that category. 


Bronchial asthma is a pulmonary disease typifying the clash between antigens ahd 
antibodies. Asthma originates from allergens. These allergens can be, either 
house dusts--the widespread incidence of which has been demonstrated by 
researchers at the Ear, Nose and Throat Institute--or animal feathers, pollens, 
mushrooms, chemicals and food products. In our country which is located in a 
climatic region characterized by hot and humid monsoon, many weather factors can 
cause asthma as well. 


Simple chronic obstructive bronchitis is seen as an offspring of air pollution. 
Chronic bronchitis is an extremely widespread disease in economically developed 
countries. Some 1.5 million persons in France have this ailment, which causes 

an annual loss of more than 20 million workdays in Great Britain. In Vietnam, 
chronic bronchitis also is easily found in many regions, sectors and professions. 
At a number of enterprises which we have investigated, the loss in workdays due to 
chronic bronchitis has begun to surpass those caused by tuberculosis. 


Noxious gases and vapors also are air pollutants which deserve attention. Such 
gases as No2, CO, CO2, SH2, etc, can easily reach the bronchioles, heavily 
damaging their structures and disturbing the pulmonary, respiratory and purifica- 
tory functions, the immunity and mutations response, etc. 


Apart from these diseases directly attributable to polluted air, current 

pulmonary and bronchial pathology can also cite a number of other diseases, such 

as cancer which to everyone's knowledge, is being found more and more frequently, 
interstitial fibrosis of the lung, pneumonia, abscess, pneumothorax, bronchiectasis, 
etc, as well as bronchomycosis and parasitic lung disease, the first cases of which 
were detected by Dr Pham Ngoc Thach at the Tuberculosis Institute back in 1957- 
1958. Tuberculosis, a disease cuased by backwardness, is being eliminated along 
with poverty. On the contrary, pulmonary diseases took shape in step with 
"civilization." In building industry we should--just like the people of other 
countries--focus on actively preventing these diseases. 


Extensive investigations show that among our people the morbidity rate of pulmonary 
diseases now reaches 8.5 percent (Pham Khue and N.C. Phong). Especially in the 
group of over-60-year-olds, it even shoots up to 19.6 percent, taking second 

place in terms of incidence on the list of all diseases, even ahead of diseases 
affecting the heart, blood vessels and digestion. 


At the Central Tuberculosis Institute, the number of patients treated for diseases 
other than tuberculosis and pleurisy is more and more numerous, while the forms 
taken on by these diseases are more and more varied. At the thoracic surgery 
department, there have been in recent years 4 to 5 times more operations caused 
by cancers, pulmonary cysts, abscesses and bronchiectasis than caused by tuber- 
culosis. 


The situation inside as well as outside the hospitals is prompting us to devote 
appropriate attention to pulmonary and bronchial diseases. 

9213 

cso: 5000/4502 
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BRIEFS 


HERBICIDE DAMAGE TO CROPS--A Barbadian food crop farmer, Mr. David Kinch, has 
again called for a ban on the chemical Esters, a herbicide, following the 
destruction of a nine-acre field of tomatoes, caused by wind drift of the 
chemical. The call came in another section of the media yesterday in a paid 
advertisement. Extracts from a letter which he had sent to the Pesticide Control 
Board, the Ministry of Agriculture, the Barbados Sugar Producers’ Association, 
and the Barbados Agricultural Society said that last year similar damage had been 
caused. It said that on Monday, September 1, about 1,400 tomato plants in a trial 
plot, three acres of pumpkin, and two-and-a-half acres of sweet peppers had been 
damaged by a wind drift. The letter further stated that on Tuesday, September 9, 
an additional five acres of tomatoes were damaged, along with further damage to 
the trial tomato plot. Mr. Kinch also recalled that two years before--in 1978-- 
he had lost an entire eight-acre field of tomatoes in full bloom this way. While 
he acknowledged that the use of herbicides is necessary, Mr. Kinch pointed out 

in his letter, that there were alternate chemicals which could be used without any 
ill effects to food crops. He asked that "serious consideration” should be given 
to imposing a ban on the use of the harmful chemicals. The food farmer claims 
that while he has had some meetings with officials from the Ministry of Agriculture, 
no action has been taken, and as a result further damage had been done to this 
year's tomato crop. And this was proving to be a "costly setback,” he added. 
[Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 19 Sep 81 p 2] 


TREE PROTECTION BILL--The Barbados Government has moved to put an end to the 
indiscriminate destruction of trees. In a bill now before Parliament, any person 
wishing to kill a tree must get permission from the Chief Town Planner. The bill 
does not apply to trees felled to prevent imminent danger or in compliance with 
law. The Chief Town Planner may also instruct certain land owners to plant a tree 
for the purpose of preserving or enhancing the amenity of any vacant land. Where 
an application is made to the town planner for permission to construct a building, 
he may require the applicant, before he begins development of the land, to deposit 
an amount of monvy in a special account of the Treasury as security against any 
failure to plant trees and provide grass on open space as specified in the plan- 
ning permission. Penalty for breaches of the bill is a fine of $1,000 or 
imprisonment for six months or both. [Text] [Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 

20 Sep 81 p 1] 


CSO: 5000/7503 
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PERU 


BRIEFS 


MARINE ENVIRONMENT PRESERVATION PLAN--In 1982, the maritime zone of the Southern 
Pacific, which goes from Panama to Chile, will carry an oil fleet of 2 million tons. 
The sinking of one of these vessels would be an unprecedented catastrophe that the 
world would be unable to handle. This statement was made by Ambassador Juan Miguel 
Bakula, secretary general of the Southern Pacific Permanent Commission, moments 
after presiding over the opening of the meeting of experts whose purpose is revi- 
sion of the preliminary draft of the Regional Plan of Action on Marine Pollution 

of the Southeastern Pacific. Bakula also said that mangrove swamps, which are 
indispensable to marine life, are deteriorating in all parts of the world, with 

the resulting danger of depredation. He stressed that it is necessary to be aware 
of the grave effects that marine pollution will produce in the future and that it 
is necessary to take preventive measures, for cleaning up the ocean would cost 
three times as much as avoiding the pollution in the first place. With respect to 
the meeting, Bakula said that it is of particular importance because it represents 
the culmination of an effort being made by Peru, together with the governments of 
Colombia, Chile, Ecuador and Panama. The assembly, to be held on 21-25 September 
at the Crillon Convention Center, will have the participation of 65 representatives 
of the countries mentioned. During that meeting, experts will evaluate the jraft 
agreement for the protection and development of the marine environment in tne 
coastal zone of the Southeastern Pacific, along with the agreement on regional 
cooperation for the fight against pollution of the Southeastern Pacific by hydro- 
carbons and other harmful substances in cases of emergency. [Text] [Lima 

EL COMERCIO in Spanish 22 Sep 81 p A-4] 11,464 


CSO: 5000/2008 
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ALGERIA 





EFFECTS OF WATER SHORTAGE ON ECONOMY DESCRIBED 
London 8 DAYS in English No 37, 19 Sep 81 p 3 
[Article by Howard Schissel] 


[Text] ALGERIA ts to upgrade its water storage signs of the effects of water shortages on the 





and distribution network, as well as the economy. For instance, the modern el Hod- 


country's irrigation capacity, after years of 
neglect. The current five-year development 
plan allots several billion dinars to this 
programme, and western water-manage- 
ment companies — mainly US. French and 
Italian — are expected to win some lucra- 
tive contracts. 

Some Algerian economic planners feel 
that insufficient water resources are the 
most important problem facing the 
development drive. More than shortages of 
capital or trained manpower. they feel. the 
rapidly rising water requirements of agricul- 
ture. industry and households could prove a 
stumbling block 

Already there have been some alarming 


jar steelworks receives only 90 per cent of 
the water it should get. A textile plant in the 
town of Biskra, in the High Plateau region, 
was actually forced to temporarily suspend 
production for lack of water. 

Water shortages are bedevilling the 
agricultural expansion plans. The fertile 
Mitidja plain is threatened by a rapid fall in 
the water table and the increasing salinity of 
the soil. Brackish water has seriously 
affected citrus plantations in the Moham- 
madia plain, a phenomenon seen elsewhere 
in the country. 


Paradoxically, adequate rainfall is not the problem. An annual average of 65-75bn 
cubic metres falls on Algeria's expanses. However, 75-80 per cent is lost through 
evaporation, while around 13bn cu m returns as runoff to the sea. Algerian scien- 
tists calculute that only about 3.3bn cu m of water is finally captured for use: 

of this, agriculture takes 75 per cent, industry 4 per cent, households 2] per cent. 


In the rush to industrialise since independence in 1962, key sectors like irrigation 
and water conservation received a low priority. Indeed, Algeria boasts only 22 
dams of capacity greater than 500 cu m. The rapid silting of these dams, party due to 


inadequate soil conservation, has proved a 
serious headache For example. in the Fer- 
goug region the Zitouna and Bouhanifia 
dams have had their capacity reduced by 
half, from 17m and 75m cu m respectively 
to 7m and 36m. 

Agricultural planners reckon at least 50 
new dams will be needed before 2000 — 
just to keep up with the demand for fresh 


water. Agricultural needs have been 
granted priority, since the government is 
intent on having 0.8m hectares under irriga- 
tion by 2000, compared to 0.3m now. The 
improvement of domestic rural water dis- 
tribution systems is also a priority on the 
water development plan. 

Perhaps the greatest challenge facing the 
planners its the provision of enough water 
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for the growing urban arcas. Already the 
situation is far from satisfactory: there ase 
frequent cuts in water supplics during the 
summer months 

it has been cstimated that Algeria's 
urban water requirement, now stand at 
around 150 litres a day per mhabuant. 
compared with 400 titres im Western 


Europe and 600 in the US. Even with ths 
modest supply target, urban needs are satrs- 
fied only 60 per cent on average. 

This varies, however, across the country. 
Investigative weekly Algérie Actualités 
points out that only 70 per cent of the 
medium-sized towns can provide 100 litres 
a day per inhabitant. while the remaining M4) 
per cent cannot even offer 75 litres. Thes 
helps fuel the urban populatioa’s scase of 
msccuritty. The minimum daily water 
requirements for Algiers are estimated at 
1}. 4m cu m: Sociéeté des Eaux d Algiers. the 
water authority, can provide around 0).34m 
The situation ts no better in Oran, Algeria's 
number two town: 120,000 cum are necded 
daily and only 90.000 supplied. 


One of the main urban problems is the decaying state of distribut network, 
which often dates from the colonial period. Indeed, IE ACTUALI estimates 
that up to 50 per cent of the towns’ water is lost through leakage. anere is also 


growing competition for water supplies, with industrial requirements doubling 
every 7 or 8 years. 


’ 
; 


CsoO: 5000/5001 


2T 











MOZAMB IQUE 


BRIEFS 


FISHING IN POLLUTED WATERS--Since there is no sign forbidding fishing in the 
waters of the bay between the Clube Naval and the Clube Maritimo, many people, 
including both adults and children, continue to fish in this area. Fishermen 
working in an adjacent area said that during very hot days there are many peo- 
ple who come to this locality, both to fish and to swim. It had already been 
announced that this area is contaminated because of the pollution produced by 
five sewers disgorging their effluent at that point. The contaminated area is 
the vehicle for various contagious diseases such as cholera, typhoid fever, para- 
thyphoid and hepatitis. The public’s health w_1l be better protected if a 
great number of signs are posted around the area and if better control is exer- 
cised. Children, more than adults, have been swimming and fishing in the area, 
and this is one reason why increased care is necessary. [Text] [Maputo NOTI- 
CIAS in Portuguese 29 Sep 81 p 2] 


CSO: 5000/5607 
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ZIMBABWE 


POLLUTION CONTROL POLICY URGED 


Salisbury THE SUNDAY MAIL in English 4 Oct 81 p 5 
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PAPHOS AIRPORT CONSTRUCTION PROTESTED 


Nicosia THE CYPRUS WEEKLY in English 3-8 Oct 81 rs 4 
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INTERIOR MINISTER: COUNTRY LAGS IN WASTE TREATMENT 
Helsinki UUSI SUQM in Finnish 9 Sep 81 p 3 


[Articles “Although Electronics Is Penetrating the Sewers, Finland Is a Backward 
Country in Terms of Waste Utilization"] 


[Text] Electronics is already penetrating the sewers, Literally, 


With amazing speed computers handle blueprints and parcel maps, eliminating from 
them unnecessary information or adding to them details that have been stored in 
computer memory banks, in accordance with instructions received by then, 


A finger of wonder goes into a surprised mouth when one familiarizes oneself with 
the exhibitions opened in Helsinki and Espoo, the Waste 81 exhibition at Finlandia 
House and the major survey of mimicipal engineering at Dipoli, in Otahalli and on 


its exposition grounds, 


An international conference of waste-treatment specialists and an exhibition in 
connection with it were opened yesterday at Finlandia House, About 300 waste— 
treatment specialists from the Nordic countries, the Soviet Union and Central EBuro- 
pean countries have arrived to attend the 3-day conference, 


Waste Utilization Eliminates Environmental Problems 


“Waste treatment must be handled so that waste material can be utilized," Interior 
Minister Johannes Koikkalainen emphasized during his inauguration of the Waste 81 


Congress, 


In the estimation of the committee appointed by the Interior Ministry, 2 yearn ago 
the total value of the waste material in our country amounted to 6,8 billion marks, 
Of that amount, 2,6 billion marks worth of waste material was not utilized, 


According to Minister Koikkalainen, Finland is behind the other Nordic countries in 
the utilization of waste, 


"The utilization of waste also eliminates many environmental problems and reduces 
pollution of air, water and soil, That is why we should strive to utilize waste 
with all available means," Koikkalainen pointed out, 
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The minister insisted that we should also be able to advance the utilization of 
waste by means of an economic guidance policy, Measures aimed at that are now in 


the planning, 
16 Billion Marks a Year for Municipal Engineering 


"This year the mmicipalities will invest about 16 billion marks in different mmni- 
cipal engineering construction projects, the improvement of technical capability 
and the purchasing of machines, facilities and mmicipal engineering services," 
Interior Minister Eino Uusitalo said during his inauguration of the mmicipal engi- 
neering exhibition at Dipoli, 


According to Uusitalo, municipal and national purchasing power in the field of 
municipal engineering has been constantly growing, 


Present-day mmicipal engineering is no longer limited to the building of streets 
and sewers, The society has rapidly become more technically sophisticated and all 


parts of the country make use of ever more highly developed technology, 


In some municipalities even the electoral process has been mechanized and the neces- 
sary printed material in the handling of affairs is produced by AT [ Automatic Data 
Processing] or other modern techmiques. 


Development has even reached the point where conventional municipal engineering has 
become dependent on technology and those who apply it, 


Both the major survey of municipal engineering and the congress on waste with its 
accompanying exhibition are chiefly intended for mumicipal decision-makers and 
officials, 


“he municipal engineering survey presents the products and services of 165 domestic 
firms or plants, 


Almost the same firms and organizations are represented at the exhibition as at 
the municipal engineering exhibition, 


11,466 ~ 
CSO: 5000/2170 
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MORE ACRICULTURAL INSECTICIDE USE--The ban on aerial spraying of foiliage has re- 
duced the use of poisons in forestry,but the total use of pesticides in Sweden has 
increased, Im the last year 11,197 toms of various pesticides were used, an in- 
crease of 19.3 percent compared to the previous year. This was shown by a compari- 
son of the use of pesticides made by the Product Control Bureau of the Conserva- 
tion Agency. Industry is responsible for the largest increase. The main increase 
was in the use of wood preservatives. This increase depended primarily on the in- 
creased export of impregnated wood products such as telephone poles, according to 
bureau director Vilmos Stecko,who made the comparison, The use of phenoxy acid 

as a herbicide has declined. Last year 2269 toms of phenoxy acid were used. The 
biggest user was agriculture with 93 percent. The substances used contained 

ev r:ything from arsenic, hydrocyanic acid and phenoxy acid to zinc sulphate. The 
use of poison has declined somewhat in agriculture, forestry and fruit and vege- 
table gardening,while consumption in the home and especially in industry has risen. 
The study also showed that mosquitoes have been a big problem in recent summers. 
The use of mosquito repellants more doubled since 1978, Last year Swedes 

used 37 tons of insect repellants. [Text] [Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 


19 Sep 81 p 6] 6578 


CSO: 5000/2004 
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POLLUTION POSING GRAVE THREAT TO MEDITERRANEAN COAST 
Adana YENI ADANA in Turkish 24 Aug 81 pp 1,5 


[Text] The beautiful Mediterranean coast has been transformed into a 
cesspool because effective and necessary legal cahnges to combat environ- 
mental pollution have not been made. The coast of the Mediterranean, whose 
name translates into "Clean Sea,” is now the exact opposite. Liquid fuel 
and asphalt wastes along the ribbon of shoreline from Mersin to Iskenderun 
in particular nearly cover the face of the water. 


Because pollution of the sea between Mersin and Iskenderun has increased 
dramatically, those who enter the water here are covered with tar. 


Industrial and petroleum wastes along the coast of the not-long-ago beauti- 
ful Mediterranean are so concentrated that they are even thr-stening life 
in the sea. Evidence that the Mediterranean is now a "Dirty Sse" can be 
seen im that operators of beaches, motels, and camping sites along this 
coastline are forced to provide their customers with cotton balls or rags 
soaked in diesel oil or gasoline in order to clean off the tar. 


On days when the sea is rough, in particular, the sand along the coast 
becomes coal black, covered with liquid fuel wastes. Pollution of the sea 
increases further due to the location of petroleum refineries and loading 
facilities in this region. Ships and tankers that travel offshore past 
Iskenderun and Mersin irresponsibly empty thier wastes near these resi- 
dential centers. 


Legal Sanctions Required 


Experts stress that penalties for those who pollute the environment and 
the sea in our country are still so minimal as tobe "nonexistent” and 
state that “penalties so severe as to include prohibition from working in 
one's profession must be imposed upon those guilty of polluting. Of 
course, legal cahnges are imperative. Today, for example, those who pour 
filth and poisonous wastes into the sea are now fined a laughable 3,000 to 
5,000 liras at the most." 
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In the meantime, industrial organizations that cannot be prevented in a 
sense are springing up like aushrooms along this seacoast and contribute 
a great deal to the frightening pollution of the Mediterranean. For some 
reason or other, the requirement of establishing industrial facilities at 
a distance from the sea, in the interior of the country, has not gained 
much support in our nation. 


11673 
CSOz 5000/5551 END 
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